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Brewer on the American Trotting-horse. 1 — Professor 
Brewer treats of the American trotting-horse as a breed in pro- 
cess of formation. Prior to the present century it was the racer 
that was valued ; the draught-horse was but: a slave. Representa- 
tions of horses on Egyptian, Ninevite, Greek and Roman remains 
show no trotting-horses, and the forms of the animals prove that 
their racers could not compare in speed with modern ones. 

With the improvement of roads, more attention was given to 
the horse as a beast of draught, and various causes combined in 
this country to bring about that love for a quick trotting-horse 
which has produced such remarkable results. Among these 
causes are fashion — the existence of a class with whom it was 
fashionable to drive one horse before a light carriage. This 
fashion was to a great extent created by the laws against racing 
that were enacted through the puritanic prejudices of the settlers. 
To trot one horse against time was not racing in a technical 
sense. Other causes were improvements in wagons and the in- 
vention of steel springs ; the possession of hickory to make light 
wagons of, and the necessities of modern travel. 

The American trotting-horse is a cross between the English 
thoroughbred and the common stock of the country, which last 
is a mongrel derived from English, French, Dutch and even 
Swedish and Spanish sources. 

Lectures to the Employees of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railway. 2 — These clearly-written lectures may be read with 
profit by many others besides those for whom they were specially 
prepared, and among whom, through M. Garrett, the president of 
the road, the printed copies are distributed gratis. In the first, 
" How Skulls and Backbones are built," Dr. H. N. Martin passes 
in review the principal features, especially the protective uses, of 
the vertebrate skeleton ; in " How we Move," Dr. Sewall explains 
in easy English the action of nerve and muscle; " Fermentation" 
is the subject of Dr. Sedgwick; and Dr. Brooks treats of the 
locomotive methods of some invertebrate animals. 

Lectures such as these, on scientific subjects, or on art or his- 
tory, themselves part of social science, would do more, in able 
hands, to close saloons and put down the coarser forms of vice 
than all the repressive measures that can be enacted. What all 
men (and women) need is recreation, and in some shape or other 
they will get it. Whoever provides a recreation of higher grade 
than that previously indulged in by the class it appeals to, is a 
benefactor of society. 

1 The American Trotting Jiorse, Why he is and What he is. By Professor W. H. 
Brewer. Ext. from the report Conn. Board of Agriculture. Also The Evolution 
of the American Trotting-horse. Ext. Amer. Jour. Sci. April, 1883. 

2 Lectures delivered to the Employes of the Baltimore and Ohio Railway, by Pro- 
fessor H. N. Martin and Drs. H, Sewall, W. T. Sedgwick and W. K. Brooks, 
of the Johns Hopkins University. Baltimore, 1882. 



